
Rotary Acronyms and Terminology Acronyms 

Acronyms

3H Grant Health, Hunger and Humanity Grant
AG Assistant Governor (also known as Assistant District Governor)
ARC Assistant Rotary Coordinator
ARFIC Assistant Rotary Foundation Coordinator
ARPIC Assistant Rotary Public Image Coordinator
CALMED Collaborative Action in Lowering Maternity Encountered Death
CLP Club Leadership Plan
CLT Club Leadership training
COL Council on Legislation
COP Code of Policies (Rotary International)
DCM District Council Meeting
DDF District Designated Funds (to do with Foundation)
DG District Governor
DGE District Governor Elect (the next DG)
DGN District Governor Nominee (the next DGE)
DGNE District Governor Nominee Elect (the next but one DGE)
DKL Digital Knowledge Library
DOGS Doers of good service
DOTS District Officer Training Seminar
DRFC District Rotary Foundation Committee
DRFCC District Rotary Foundation Committee Chair
DSG District Simplified Grant
DST District support team (formally DELT)
DT District Trainer
EPNZC End Polio Now Zone Coordinator
EREY Every Rotarian Every Year
ES Executive Secretary 
GETS Governor Elect Training
GSE Group Study Exchange
HEP Holiday Exchange Programme
IHPC International Humanitarian Projects Committee 
IPDG Immediate Past District Governor
LDT Leadership development team
MDPETS Multi District PETS conference
MDR Membership Development & Retention
MOP (Rotary International) Manual of Procedure (revised every 3 years)
MPRC Marketing and Public Relations Committee
P President (Club)
PDG Past District Governor
PE President Elect (Club)
PEN President Elect Nominee (Club)
PEPS President Elect Preparation Seminar (same as PETS)
PETS President Elect Training Seminar (same as PEPS)
PHF Paul Harris Fellow
PHS Paul Harris Society
PI Public Image
PP Past President (Club)
PP Polio Plus 
Pre-PEPS Preliminary President Elect Preparation Seminar (same as Pre-PETS)
Pre-PETS Preliminary President Elect Training Seminar (same as Pre-PEPS)
PRID Past Rotary International Director
PRIP Past Rotary International President
PRIT Past Rotary International Treasurer
PRLS Potential Rotary Leader Seminar
RC Rotary Club
RC Rotary Coordinator
RCC Rotary Community Corps
RGBI Rotary Great Britain & Ireland
RI Rotary International
RID Rotary International Director
RIDE Rotary International Director Elect
RIDN Rotary International Director Nominee
RIP Rotary International President
RIPE Rotary International President Elect
RIPN Rotary International President Nominee
RIPPR Rotary International President's Personal Representative
RITS Rotary International Travel Service
RIVP Rotary International Vice President
RLI Rotary Leadership Institute
RPIC Rotary Public Image Coordinator
RRFC Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator
Rtn Rotarian
RYE Rotary Youth Exchange
RYLA Rotary Youth Leadership Award
SAT Specialist Adviser Teams
SEP Student Exchange programme
SLAPSHOT Student Leadership Award Program for Students High On Training
SMT Senior Management Team
TOR Terms of Reference
TRF The Rotary Foundation
VP Vice President
VTT Vocational Training Teams (Groups of professionals who travel abroad either to teach local 

professionals about a particular field or to learn more about their own) 
YAAG Year At A Glance
YEP Youth Exchange Programme
YIR Yours in Rotary

Other terminology and explanations

"Every Rotarian Every Year" The primary donation program for the APF. Rotarians are encouraged to give $100 each year. 
Annual General Meeting (club) The club's Annual General Meeting is usually the first meeting in May when the Club's officers and 

committee chairmen report on their year's activity and the Treasurer presents the audited accounts.
Avenues of Service Our commitment to service at home and abroad through five avenues of service, which serve as the 

foundation of club activity: Club Service, Vocational Service, Community Service, Vocational Service, 
International Service and Youth Services. 

Club Assembly The Club Assembly is usually the first meeting in June. The incoming officers and committee present 
their respective programmes to the club and the Treasurer presents his budget for the coming year. The 
meeting is usually attended by one of the District Officers, who comments on the proposals and reports 
back to District.

Club Assembly A club meeting to discuss the club programs and activities. Open to all club members. Clubs can 
incorporate club assemblies into their regular meeting schedules. 

Club Council This is the administrative team of the Rotary club. Council members are elected annually and the Club 
President chairs the council meetings which are held monthly. Some clubs don't have one as they 
empower all memebers to participate in decision making

Club Leadership Training (formally 
known as) District Assembly 

An annual one day leadership training with diverse seminars to select from, open to all Rotarians but of 
particular value to club leaders. 

Club Plan The Club Plan sets out the broad aims and aspirations of the Club to provide clarity for members, 
particularly new ones. It is the responsibility of Council for each Rotary year to develop specific plans for 
that year. If this leads to a major diversion from the aims set out in the existing Club Plan then this 
should be identified and, if the variation is to be ongoing, the Club Plan updated accordingly.

Club Service Involves all of the activities necessary for Rotarians to perform to make their Club function successfully.

Community Service Pertains to those activities that Rotarians undertake to improve the quality of life in their community. It 
frequently involves assistance to youth, the aged, handicapped and others who look to Rotary as a 
source of hope for a better life.

Council on Legislation Representatives attend the Council from all the countries of Rotary, to consider proposals for changes to 
the rules of Rotary International. Such proposals are submitted by Rotary Clubs and Districts, and are 
communicated to the Rotary world so that members can have an opportunity to consider the legislation. 
This is usually done at special District Council meetings, so that the District representatives know and 
understand the views of the Rotarians in their District.

District Rotary Clubs are grouped geographically into Districts. Each district is administered by a District 
Governor, District Officers and District Leads. These District committees reflect the committees which 
each individual Rotary Club maintains;

District Conference An annual motivational meeting that showcases club and district activities. Open to all Rotarians in that 
district and their families. 

Foundation This is Rotary's own charity, and Club members support international projects through the programs of 
The Rotary Foundation. The Foundation was created in 1917 for the purpose of doing good in the world, 
and is supported almost entirely by member contributions.

Four Avenues Of Service Although the Avenues of Service described here are not found in any formal part of the constitutional 
documents of Rotary, the concept has been accepted as a means to describe the primary areas of 
Rotary activity.

Four Way Test From the earliest days of the organization, Rotarians were concerned with promoting high ethical 
standards in their professional lives. One of the world's most widely printed and quoted statements of 
business ethics is The Four Way Test, which was created in 1932 by Rotarian Herbert J. Taylor. It asks 
the following four questions: Of the things we think, say or do: Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?"

GSE Group Study Exchange consists of a District team of young professional adults, usually four in number, 
selected from candidates recommended by individual Clubs. Accompanied by a senior Rotarian who 
also acts as team leader, the group travels to another country for approximately six weeks, exchanging 
with a group from that District who come to visit District 1090. The group are looked after by Rotarians in 
that District and they visit companies relevant to their professions to broaden their experience. They also 
visit Rotary clubs and talk about themselves and their jobs; on returning home, the group visit clubs in 
District 1090 by invitation to talk about their trip.

Handover Handover is generlly the last meeting in June and is a black tie event with spouses/partners present. 
The outgoing President hands over his presidential jewel to the incoming President.

Holiday Exchange Programme A two week visit during the summer holidays.  Hosted by two neighbouring clubs. Sporting and cultural 
activities organised by the host clubs.

Interact A service and social club for youth ages 12 - 18 which are sponsored by Rotary clubs. 
International Service Describes the many programs and activities that Rotarians undertake to advance international 

understanding, goodwill and peace. International Service projects are designed to meet humanitarian 
needs of people in many lands.

Kids Out (IN) This is a national Rotary event usually held in June. The clubs takes physically and mentally disabled 
children, plus from a disadvantaged background fopr a fun day out. Historically in D1040 it's been to 
Lightwater Valley)

Matching Grant The Rotary Foundation can support projects of Clubs and Districts through the awarding of a grant of 
equal value to the money raised by the Clubs/Districts. The Clubs/Districts must apply for the required 
grant and are then responsible for the design, implementation and monitoring of their chosen projects. It 
is essential that Clubs/Districts establish a close working relationship with the project country Clubs/ 
Districts and build a spirit of trust and goodwill.

Object Of Rotary While the original basis of Rotary was fellowship, service to others soon became its hallmark. Each Club 
determines its own service activities, which it channels through four Avenues of Service - Club Service, 
Vocational Service, Community Service, and International Service. These avenues are based on the four-
part Object of Rotary: The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of 
worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster: FIRST. The development of acquaintance 
as an opportunity for service;
SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all 
useful occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian's occupation as an opportunity to serve society;
THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian's personal, business and community life;
FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world 
fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

Paul Harris Award Paul Harris was one of the Founders of Rotary and was very involved in the development of Rotary 
which grew from a single club in Chicago in 1905 into the global organisation we know today. The Paul 
Harris Award was set up in memory of his work to recognise outstanding contributions to the ideals of 
Rotary. It can be awarded by a Rotary Club to any person, whether a Rotarian or not, who is deemed 
worthy of the honour. 

Polio Plus The programme of The Rotary Foundation to immunize the children of the world against poliomyelitis
PolioPlus The Rotary Foundation's program focusing on global and polio eradication efforts. 
President's Charity When a Rotary Club President takes office he/she nominates one or more charities that he/she 

particularly wants to support during his/her term of office. 
R85 Rule of 85 
RI Convention An annual celebration of Rotary held in a different location around the world each year. Open to all 

Rotarians and their families. 
Rotaract Service and social clubs for young adults ages 18 - 30 (in principle, as there is no formal upper age 

limmit now)  that are sponsored by Rotary clubs. 
Rotarian Action Groups International groups of individuals who share a passion for a humanitarian issue or service activity. An 

example is the Water and Sanitation Rotarian Action Group. 
Rotarian Community Corps (RCC) Groups of non-Rotarians who work on service projects for their communities. Organized and sponsored 

by Rotary clubs. 
Rotary Fellowships International groups of individuals who share a vocational or recreational interest. An example is the 

International Skiing Fellowship of Rotarians. 
Rotary International (RI) Our international association comprised of approximately 34,000 Rotary clubs and 1.2 million members 

in nearly every country of the world. Headquartered in Evanston, Illinois, with international offices on four 
continents. 

Rotary Peace Centers Hosted by several universities around the world to offer advanced degrees and professional certificates 
in peace and conflict resolution. 

Rotary Peace Fellow A recipient of a Rotary Foundation scholarship for study at one of the Rotary Peace Centers. 
Rotary Youth Exchange (YE) A cultural and educational exchange for students ages 15 - 19, A chance to travel and live abroad for 

cultural exchanges. More than 8,000 students participate in this immersive program each year. 
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 
(RYLA) 

Rotary's leadership training program for teens and young adults that emphasizes social responsibility, 
global citizenship, and personal development. 

Scatter Week Fellowship is a very important aspect of Rotary, so Clubs will often allocate one week in the year during 
which they will forego their normal meeting venue and split up into small teams to visit neighbouring 
Clubs. 

Student Exchange programme School students who spent a whole academic year in the locality, attending local schools and staying 
with host families (not necessarily Rotarians).  

Student Leadership Award Program 
for Students High On Training 
(SLAPHOT) 

An inspiring personal development seminar for high school student leaders ages 15 - 18, sponsored by 
District 7090 Rotary clubs. 

The Four Way Test Of the things we think, say and do: (1) Is it the truth? (2) Is it fair to all concerned? (3) Will it build 
goodwill and better friendships? (4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

The Rotary Foundation (TRF) The philanthropic arm of Rotary International that helps Rotarians advance world understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through humanitarian projects and educational programs. 

The Rotary Foundation Board of 
Trustees 

15 Rotarians who manage the business of The Rotary Foundation, led by the trustee chair. Appointed 
by the RI President, with agreement from the RI Board to four-year terms. 

Vocational Service A description of the opportunity each Rotarian has to represent the dignity and utility of one's vocation to 
the other members of the Club.

Volunteers in Action As the largest voluntary services organisation in Britain and Ireland, RGBI decided to form a meeting of 
like minded organisations including Inner Wheel, Lions, Round Table, Ladies Circle and Soroptimists. 
This group was launched at the House of Commons in February 2001 with Lord Ashley as the patron; 

World Understanding Month February is a special month in the Rotary calendar as it has not only been designated World 
Understanding Month but also includes the anniversary of the first meeting of Rotary held on 23rd 
February 1905, now designated World Understanding and Peace Day. 


